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MINISTER’S LETTER 
IN TIMES LIKE THESE 
“Maybe it was for a time like this that you were made” (Esther 4:14) 
 
A beautiful Jewish woman, Esther, married a Persian king in unusual circumstances.  
When an edict was issued to exterminate the Jews, she stepped in to avert what 
would have been similar to the Holocaust in which some Christians were complicit.  By 
stepping in, Esther risked her life but resolved to do so saying, “I go in unto the king, 
which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish.”  (Esther 4:16) 
 
Throughout history, God calls His people to trust Him, to live sacrificially, to be 
watchful, and to pray and do something practical in times of crisis. Defining moments 
often come out of crisis. The Jewish nation was in crisis, and Esther had a decision to 
make. The last decade could easily be described as a decade of crisis:  war in Iraq, 
Korea, Sudan, Pakistan, terrorist threats in US, Europe, Philippines, Indonesia; drought 
and starvation in Africa and Eastern Countries in Europe and parts of China.  Economic 
crash: unemployment, lay-offs, higher taxes, unemployment and as if that was not 
enough, political unrest in America and now in Europe unleashed by Brexit.   People 
are looking for some assurance, some peace of mind that they can hold on to.  The 
question people of faith are asking is where is God is all this? What does He expect the 
Christians to do? 
 
There are a number of great lessons we can learn from Esther’s story. Let me point 
out at least two: first to always trust God—even when we can’t see Him, and second, 
always do the right thing whatever the cost. We should never allow paralysis by 
analysis to lead us into inertia.  Esther did all she could, but all she could was enough.  
Her decision was based on meeting others needs.  Making decisions driven by other 
people’s needs is the nutshell of Christian Ethics and the Gospel.  Trusting God and 
doing the right thing in times of crisis is best illustrated by this story. The citizens of 
Feldkirch, Austria, didn't know what to do. Napoleon's massive army was preparing to 
attack. Soldiers had been spotted on the heights above the little town, which was 
situated on the Austrian border. A council of citizens was hastily summoned to decide 
whether they should try to defend themselves or display the white flag of surrender. It  
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happened to be Easter Sunday, and the people had gathered in the local church. The 
pastor rose and said, “Friends, we have been counting on our own strength, and 
apparently, that has failed. As this is the day of our Lord's resurrection, let us just ring 
the church bells, have our services as usual, and leave the matter in His hands. We 
know only our weakness, and not the power of God to defend us.” The council 
accepted his plan and the church bells rang. The enemy, hearing the sudden peal, 
concluded that the Austrian army had arrived during the night to defend the town. 
Before the service ended, the enemy broke camp and left.  As Christian people, we 
need to recognize that we have a purpose and we are all here for such a time as this. 
We are here to operate God's will and plan.  
 
As we approach elections, and continue to face the refugee crisis, let us remember, all 
we can do is all we can do but all we can do is enough. Let us turn out in big numbers at 
the Husting, 24th May at St. Andrews and show our solidarity with our community in 
addressing national issues, but above all let us not forget to trust God and pray. It was 
for a time like this that we were made! 
 
Daniel. 

MANY THANKS TO LIDGETT PARK 

Thank you so much for the many lovely projects arranged by the committee for the 
Lidgett charity of the year, Leeds Autism Services. 

Becky Todd, who arranged the fabulous evening with the Castleford Young Musicians, 
told Joyce she remembered when she started at Talbot school with Lester in the same 
class and also that Joyce stayed at school every day in the class with him. 

Lester says the first pantomime he attended at Lidgett was Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears in 1990. 

It was 1972 when we took him out of school for three years to carry out a programme 
at home prescribed by the Institute for the Achievement of Human Potential in 
Philadelphia and we needed volunteer helpers. 

Alan Black (Cora Black's son) and Simon Walker responded from Lidgett Park church 
and still keep in touch with Lester today. 

We, as parents, will never forget and can never thank enough the many kind people at 
Lidgett who have been so involved and supportive this year, and also all volunteers 
needed in the past to help with the American Programme. 

God bless you all for your compassion towards an autistic man. 

Joyce and Bill Wood 
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 
Published simultaneously in the magazines of our Covenanting Churches, St Andrew’s 

URC and St Edmund’s CoE 

Pray for an end to poverty 

Creator God, 
You loved the world into life. 
Forgive us when our dreams of the future 
are shaped by anything other than glimpses of a kingdom 
of justice, peace and an end to poverty. 
 
Incarnate God, 
You taught us to speak out for what is right. 
Make us content with nothing less than a world 
that is transformed into the shape of love, 
where poverty shall be no more. 
 
Breath of God, 
let there be abundant life. 
Inspire us with the vision of poverty over, 
and give us the faith, courage and will to make it happen. 
Amen 
From Christian Aid 

QUIET TIME  

Thursday Quiet Time has now been going for six months, starting after a number of 

people said they would like an opportunity to have a reflective time to meet during 

the week. Church is open on Thursday mornings for an hour from 9.30 am with a 

guided quiet time in the chancel between 10 and 10.30. It is a time to come and sit in 

silence or quietly with others, listen to music, readings, poetry, prayers or 

meditations. The last Thursday of the month is normally a simple Holy Communion led 

by Marion Bright. The other Thursdays have been led by different people.  It has been 

suggested that from June, the first Thursday will be a “come and share” time, when 

anyone, if they wish, can bring along a poem, reading, verse of a hymn or anything 

they have found helpful or meaningful  and share it with the group. 

Following the time in church we sit for a while in the lounge and chat over a cup of tea 

or coffee. Everyone is welcome to come for part of or for all of the time.  
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WORSHIP IN JUNE 

LIDGETT PARK 

4th June     10.30 am Mr John Summerwill   

       6.30 pm Chapel Allerton Methodist Church 

11th June     10.30 am Ms Mary Patchett 

       6.30 pm Chapel Allerton MC   Holy Communion  

18th June     10.30 am Mrs Catherine Frieze 

        6.00 pm Christ Church    United Service  

25th June     10.30 am Revd Dr Madeleine Andrews Holy Communion 

        6.00 pm St Andrews Church   Ecumenical Service 

THORNER 

4th June       9.30 am Revd Norma Davey   Holy Communion 

11th June       9.30 am Prof Peter Howdle 

18th June       9.30 am Revd Harry Jones    

        6.00 pm Christ Church    United Service 

25th June       9.30 am Mr Grenville Jensen 

WORSHIP AWAY FROM HOME 

On Easter Sunday Liz and I were in Edinburgh for the birth of our new granddaughter 

and went to the 9.30 am service at Liberton Kirk, which is Church of Scotland. It is an 

active church with 3 busy and different services each Sunday. At the service we 

attended there was no communion celebration as such, but after the minister had 

delivered his excellent sermon we adjourned for tea, coffee and bread rolls with 

marmalade or jam. Then after about 20 minutes of refreshment and conversation we 

were recalled completing the service with our prayers of intercession and the final 

hymn and blessing! So, it had been a common meal and fellowship much as one 

imagines it must have been in the early church. 

Pat Nolan in the following tells of how she worshipped thousands of miles from here  
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yet felt very much at home with the familiar words and music of the service. 

I have recently returned from visiting Mark, my younger son, who many of you will 

remember from his days in Sunday school and Cubs. A couple of years ago he and 

family moved from New Jersey to Georgia for a new job and they are now in their own 

house in a smallish new estate in Roswell. Now part of the greater Atlanta conurbation, 

Roswell is a town in its own right with much history. With its galleries, craft shops, delis 

and artisan brewers and bakers it's like a transatlantic Hebden Bridge.  

Parallel to the very busy highway that skirts the town is the road which was the main 
thoroughfare in Roswell’s early days, where I found three churches within a very short 
distance......this being the American south! All looked enormous and had lots of 
facilities that we wouldn't associate with churches. I decided to attend Roswell 
Presbyterian church on Palm Sunday. They have morning services at 8:15, 9:45 and 
11:15 so I was at the early one which meets in the original 1839 building.  
 
The congregation was similar in size and age to ours though I'm sure this isn't 
representative of the membership as the other services are in the bigger, newer church 
next door. The services were all the same apart from small differences such as a 
children's address in the later one . We were also told that this was the only service 
that day not started with a procession waving palm branches as that group didn't like 
it. Hymns were familiar with some slight differences; the service was familiar enough to 
feel comfortable and at home. The anthem was ' The Holy City' which I haven't heard in 
donkey’s years and still has the 'tingle factor'. I spoke to a few friendly people 
afterwards, and had already been welcomed before to the service by the minister and 
assistant. Then I headed home to the very American tradition of going out for brunch. I 
could get used to this! I hope to be back at Roswell Presbyterian church on my next 
visit. Thank you! Pat 

THE WORDS WE USE. 

We tend to think of the church as a building where people meet once or twice a 
week. Rather we should think of it in its original sense of a community of believers 
who support each other as they live out their lives in the world. 

We could speak less of ‘membership’ and more of ‘discipleship’. 
We could speak less of ‘minister’ and more of the ‘body of Christ’. 
We could speak less of ‘welcoming people to our church’ and more of ‘inviting them 
to come’. 
We could speak less of ‘maintaining our existence’ and more of ‘building God’s 
kingdom’. Based on a piece in the Liberton Kirk Newsletter. 
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THORNER BROADSHEET 

Many thanks to all who came and supported our coffee morning held on Sat May 
20th in aid of Martin House Children's Hospice.  The final total raised will appear in 
next month's July/Aug edition. We are grateful to all who supported us. 

Our next event is our Summer Fayre in aid of Thorner Church Funds. This will be held 
on Sat July 1st, in the morning, 10-12 noon. Please make a note of the date now  in 
your diaries!  We are holding our Summer Fayre this year in the morning again as last 
year it was such a success!  Do please support us if you can. Admission, as usual, is £1. 

There will be strawberries and cream and cream scones so you're assured of a 
delightful time as well as our delicious bacon butties!! There will also be our usual 
cake and produce stall and a bric a brac stall. If the weather’s good, we may have 
stalls and seating outside in our lovely, peaceful garden!  We look forward to seeing 
you! 

Ann Johnson Senior Church Steward  
Tel: 0113  2893532, Mob: 07949809375 

Email: vanceann@btinternet.com 

THORNER CHURCH Fund Raising Events Programme for 2017 (all Saturday events)  

Date   Time    Event 
July 1st  10-12 noon  Summer Fayre TMC Funds 
Sept 16th  10-12 noon  St Gemma’s Hospice 
Nov 18th  10-12 noon  Christmas Fayre TMC Funds 

SHOW AND TELL 
A kindergarten teacher gave her class a "show and tell" assignment. Each student 
was instructed to bring in an object that represented their religion to share with the 
class.  
The first student got up in front of the class and said, "My name is Benjamin and I am 
Jewish and this is a Star of David."  
The second student got up in front of the class and said, "My name is Mary. I'm a 
Catholic and this is a Rosary."  
The third student got in up front of the class and said, "My name is Tommy. I am 
Methodist, and this is a casserole." With thanks to Ray Mounsey 
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BOOK REVIEW The Happy Warrior    by Jan Rippin 

  
Sue Wittrick’s article in the April Link tells of her trip to Burma and the opportunity to 
visit the grave of Major J Eric Stephenson in the Taukkyan War Cemetery. 
Having chosen this book for my Book Group and promising to follow up with an article 
for The Link, perhaps I can add further details to the life of “The Happy Warrior.” 
 
When preparing for Sunday’s Communion I would study our wonderful stained glass 
windows and the people commemorated in them and wonder who they were.  Who 
was this Major Eric Stephenson? Now I know that Margaret Barraclough was the person 
who could have told me.  Finally I was recommended to read “The Happy Warrior” 
available in our church library. 
 
Eric was the third son of Joseph and Fannie Stephenson in a family of six boys and one 
girl.  He grew up in East London in a home of modest means.  From an early age Eric 
loved to play football which his two schools encouraged, Davies Lane Council and later 
Tom Hood.  It was during his time at Tom Hood that the real thrills began.  With Eric as 
team captain, Tom Hood’s team won the coveted Lipton Cup with Stephenson 
displaying his talented football ability, which led to his being selected to play for the 
London Schoolboys. The family also attended the local Methodist church where the six 
boys joined the Boys Brigade. 
 
In 1930 his father was offered a managerial post with a printer’s engineering firm in 
Leeds and the family settled into Talbot Road.  Eric, by then aged sixteen, attended 
Lidgett Park Church and became a member of a lively youth group led by the young 
minister John Humphries where they formed the Young Layman’s League to share 
friendship and faith in each other’s homes.   Eric was loved for his sense of fun, 
modesty, concern for others and strong sense of fair play.  
 
He continued his footballing interest by joining the Oakwood Old Boys, an amateur club 
playing in the Leeds League and gaining experience by never playing in the same 
position two successive weeks.  When the club folded he continued to play by 
transferring to the Leeds United training ground at Harrogate.  Spotted as a talented 
young played, he was invited to join the ground staff at Leeds United Club.  Although 
Eric had no desire to play for money he was signed on as a professional for Leeds United 
in order to assist the family finances when his father was made redundant and his 
dreams of being a commercial traveller were dashed.  So his career with Leeds United 
began.  In his fourth year at the club his talent came to the notice of the England team 
and following a trial match he played his first match for England in 1938, aged twenty-
three.  

The same year Eric married Olive at Lidgett Park Church and their new life together at 
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Chelwood Drive began with Eric fully committed to the England squad and Leeds 
united.  The following year saw the arrival of their daughter Janet and Eric now 
became a devoted father.  The family happiness like so many others was about to 
change with the outbreak of WW2.  Football was affected as players began to 
enlist.  Eric had been a man of pacifist persuasion but was so sickened by the Nazi 
atrocities that he felt he had no choice but to sign up. 

His army career commenced as a physical fitness trainer for new recruits but later felt 
he should be more involved in the action to win the war and in 1941 Eric was accepted 
for officer training at Sandhurst where, on passing out, he was commissioned as 
Lieutenant in the Indian Army. 

Eric’s story continues with training and recuperation in India between grueling and 
dangerous warfare in Burma, fighting the Japanese in a terrain foreign to the British 
army but more familiar to the enemy adept at jungle warfare.  Several chapters cover 
the complex manoeuvres taking place there but sadly Major Eric Stephenson was 
killed on September 1944 whilst leading his C Company along with others to defend an 
area known as Tiger.  He was shot by a Japanese sniper, buried in the area but later 
reburied with full military honours in the Taukkyan War Cemetery.  He died never 
having seen his second daughter, baby sister for Janet. 

This book was received very warmly by my Book Group where, for one person in 
particular who grew up in the area and attended Talbot Road School, it brought back 
many memories of a similar childhood.  We also acknowledged the effort and time 
taken by Eric’s daughter to research and write this book and the comfort it must have 
given her to tell the story of this remarkable man. I recommend this book to you. 
Thank you Jan 

Barbara Holmes 

ALL WE CAN-LEEDS-STRONGER TOGETHER  
 

Your are invited to join All We Can for a day called ‘Stronger Together’ at Oxford Place 
Methodist Church, Leeds on Weds 7th June 2017. 
  
Starting at 11:00 and finishing by 15:00, this will be an opportunity to hear about 
some of All We Can’s work in some of the world’s poorest communities, particularly in 
Zimbabwe, which will be the focus of this year’s harvest appeal.  You will also have 
the chance to meet some of our staff who are working around the world to tackle 
poverty and to find out what each of us can do to make a difference in own 
churches.  The event is free, lunch will be included and you can find out more 
here: http://www.allwecan.org.uk/events/events/profile/strongertogether-leeds 

http://www.allwecan.org.uk/events/events/profile/strongertogether-leeds
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH 
CAFÉ MORNING 
10.00 am– 12.30 pm 
Dates and specialities as follows: 
20th June Cake Selection 
18th July Bacon Butties 
15th August Cake Selection 
19th September Toasties 

PROJECT GROUP—DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Events to look out for:  
Art Exhibition and refreshments (strawberry tea) Saturday June 17th, Lidgett Park 
Swing Dance Saturday July 8th @Queen’s Hall, Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Jan Rippin (on behalf of the project committee). 

THORNER WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP @ 

2.00 pm in the Social Centre. All 

Welcome. 

Wed  June 14th   Our Summer Outing 

Wed June 28th   Our AGM with the 
Rev’d  Dr. Daniel Mwailu in the Chair. 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP  

Meeting on alternate Thursday evenings at 7.45 pm in the Community Hall.   Speakers 
and refreshments provided, along with convivial company. 

1st June    Barney Bardsley - 'A Writing Life'.    Barney will be relating how she came to 
write her books.   Purses at the ready, just in case! 

15th June   AGM.    Please do come along and hear how our last year has gone, 
appointments to our Committee for next year, and Officers' Reports.    We hope 
Daniel, our Minister, will be presiding. 

29th June   Annual Lunch - details still to be finalised. Please watch the Church 
Notices. 

Lynne and Anne - Secretaries 

CADAVER TOMB.  

Tombs in cathedrals are usually topped with a bishop or 

king in all their regalia. This rare one in Lincoln Cathedral  

has the splendid effigy on the top but also an effigy of the 

decaying corpse inside the tomb itself. The message is 

that no matter how splendid and important we may think 

we are in life, we all end up equal in death.  
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THE REALITY OF GOD - A MEDITATION 

Rufus Jones, an eminent American Quaker who died in 1948, in one of his books told 
of how ' A visitor on the Maine coast ( in the USA ) decided to start a Sunday School on 
one of the small off-shore islands. This island was so small that the surrounding ocean 
could be seen from every part of it. There was no place to escape the sight and sound 
of the sea. The visitor collected the children around him for their first lesson. But 
before he tried to tell them of invisible realities, he thought he would begin with 
visible and familiar things. “ How many of you have ever seen the Atlantic Ocean? “ he 
asked. To his surprise not a hand went up. Although they had been born by the shore 
of the Atlantic Ocean, had lived by it, enjoyed its beauty and had swum in it, nobody 
had ever named it to them before. Although it was their constant and enveloping 
environment, they did not know its name. ' 

This short story illustrates the importance of getting to know and feel that enveloping 
spiritual reality that we call 'God' or 'Depth of Being', and making that reality known to 
other people. There are, of course, many ways of getting to know/feel the reality of 
'God', so how do we get to know that reality? - through worship?; through study?; 
through nature?; by engaging in the Arts ( music, painting, theatre )?; through loving 
personal relationships?; through helping others or being helped?; or what? 

Getting to have an appreciation of the reality of  'God' is one thing, but it mustn't be 
allowed to stop there. It must lead to something more. Shouldn't we feel empowered 
by our contact with 'God'? Wordsworth seems to have been strengthened and 
empowered by a deep spiritual presence while he sat in the Wye Valley overlooking 
Tintern Abbey. 

“ And I have felt 
A presence that disturbs me with the joy 

Of elevated thoughts; a sense sublime 
Of something far more deeply interfused. 

A motion and a spirit that impels [ empowers ] 
All thinking things. “ 

In our own quiet spot at home, or wherever, do we allow this enveloping spiritual 
presence, that we call 'God', to enter into our hearts  and minds, and empower us? Or 
do we find it difficult to set aside such quiet time amongst the hurly-burly of modern 
life? 

As Jesus reminds us in the parable of the Good Samaritan, such empowerment should 
lead to action ( Luke 10 ). In this parable Jesus told his listeners, and also us, that there 
must be no lines drawn between the love of one human being for another. No barriers 
must be introduced, or allowed to continue, which results in anybody being excluded  
from the fellowship of other people, whatever their social standing. The following 
short poem by Edwin Markham succinctly sums up the inclusiveness of the love and  
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compassion which was at the focus of so much of Jesus' teaching and actions. 

They drew a circle that shut me out 
Heretic, rebel, a thing to flout. 

But love and I had the wit to win, 
We drew a circle that took them in. 

Gerry Leake 

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS (apart from Brexit and the Election)  

There is an aphorism that says everything can be put to good use or bad. We see this 
all too often, for example, in science and technology where advances can be used for 
peaceful purposes or to further the aims of war. 

Recently, the social media have been getting a bad press. Their uses for online 
bullying, promoting violence, encouraging the exploitation of children and 
disseminating false news have all been highlighted. On 1st May articles appeared in 
The Times and The Guardian calling for tighter regulation of social media and stiff 
penalties for failure of social media organisations to take action when abuse occurs. 

However, there is a good side to the use of social media. In The Independent on 
Sunday (30th April) there was an article about Detroit, a city that refuses to be divided 
along religious lines. It is a city where 120 languages are spoken and where, within a 5 
mile radius, there are 70,000 American Muslims. When President Trump announced a 
ban on travel from seven Muslim-majority countries days after he took office, within 
hours a Muslim woman by the name of Fatima Salman had organized a protest at 
Detroit Metropolitan airport, which drew thousands of people from all communities 
and all walks of life.  

And it didn’t stop there. In the first 100 days of the presidency people in the city have 
come together. Salman now has her own radio show, where she talks about 
community matters with a positive message; several Christian churches in the city 
have opened their doors as places of sanctuary for migrants at risk of deportation and 
Detroit’s Muslim Unity Centre has supported them financially in this. At the beginning 
of April a march was organized starting at a local church and ending at a mosque 
highlighting the case of Mario Hernandez Delacruz, a father of three deported to 
Mexico after living in the city for 19 years. All done by using social media to positive 
effect. 

Stan Pearson 

QUIZ— none this issue, but see page 19 for something you probably didn't know 

before. 



12 

Dr & Mrs Erin Daly 

an audio-visual presentation of their recent visit to 

Jerusalem from the perspective of Muslim historians. 

Lidgett Park Methodist Church 

23rd July from 2.00 –4.00 pm 

Questions and discussion followed by tea, scones 

and samosas. 

        

Concert   

With a Voice of Singing, St Chads, 

Headingley, 16
th

 September 

Alan Horsey will lead our Summer Season with 

Tuesday rehearsals starting on 6th June at 

Oxford Place Methodist Centre. 

All singers welcome, particularly Tenors & Basses 

Excellent mixed selection of works inc. Suite from The 

Armed Man, Easter Hymn from Cavalleria Rusticana 

& John Rutter’s Feel The Spirit 

Contact dudleymax34@gmail.com or 0113 2370389 or 

William on 2684723  
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TRAVELLING IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC— Betty Ashton 

1. Singapore 

Harry and I were on our way. Our flight to Singapore was uneventful, no delays, no 

turbulence and landing on time. The taxi was waiting to take us to the hotel. We had 

two nights in Singapore before we boarded out ship Auraura. The temperature was an 

improvement to what we had left in Manchester, a lovely 27  ̊ C.  

After a good night’s sleep we decided to talk a tour of the city. We had previously 

been there 20 years ago and a lot had changed. The 

Bay area has been enlarged by land reclamation and 

there is now a wonderful Botanical Garden. We 

stopped at Merlion Park at the mouth of the Sinapore 

river to see the iconic Merlion statue - unfortunately 

it was being cleaned so it was hidden under a large 

canvas sheet. (There’s always something covered in 

scaffolding, isn’t there?). The National Orchid 

Gardens were part of acres of parkland containing 

lakes, waterfalls and a rainforest area. We could have 

spent a lot more time there. 

We then went of to see the famous Raffles Hotel commemorating Sir Stamford Raffles 

who founded Singapore in 1819. We could have gone in for high tea or a famous 

Singapore Sling cocktail, but the prices had certainly escalated since we were last 

there, so we declined. It was interesting to see the old colonial district, the buildings 

were still  very beautiful but dwarfed by the ultra modern high rise constructions of 

the business area. The original British cricket ground was still there, also the Anglican 

St Andrew’s Church and the old Supreme Court, all a reflection of Singapore’s colonial 

heritage. 

The coach next took us to the bustling Chinatown district. We explored the Thian Hock 

Kheng Temple, one of the oldest in Singapore. There was a very good market here too. 

Our next visit was to the Mariammam Temple in the Little India area. This temple is 

the oldest Hindu temple built by the first Indian people to settle here. 

After a very busy day were were back at the hotel and, after a cooling bathe in the 

pool and a good meal, we were ready to join our ship the next day for more travels in 

the South Pacific. 
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CASTLEFORD YOUNG MUSICIANS’ CONCERT 5th May 

We welcomed this group of Young Musicians to Lidgett Park Church on a Friday 
evening and were treated to a thoroughly enjoyable, and happy evening of a variety 
of music performed by an excellent band and a delightful choir. 

The concert started in style with the band and choir together giving a rousing 
rendition of World in Union, the song of the Rugby World Cup, and concluded with a 
wonderful emotionally charged 
performance of The Battle Hymn of 
the Republic.  

Apart from the opening and closing 
pieces and From Rags to Riches 
which concluded the first half, the 
items were performed either by 
the band or the choir, 
accompanied by recorded music. 

The efficient moving of the choir 
on and off the stage area between 
the items was admirable and the 
audience loved watching the row 
of young performers as they 
responded to their conductor. Ralph Jagger undoubtedly a ‘full-on’ conductor, was 
always attentive to his singers, gently nurturing the youngest girls, he contributed to 
the singing and at all times encouraged the choir enabling them to sing with 
confidence. 

The band, conducted by Philip Clarkson, played with fluency communicating 
enjoyment in performance which ranged from soloist Charlotte’s delicate playing in 
Yesterday to unearthly militarism in Return of the Jedi, romantic phrasing in American 
in Paris, and of course the rousing, foot tapping playing especially in the first item and 
with Strike up the Band at the start of the second half.  

Richard, who introduced each item, assured us that the musicians enjoy playing in our 
church and there was no doubt on Friday that we enjoyed being the audience. 

And as a bonus the concert raise £603 for our current charities. 

Jan Rippin 

The photograph shows just the singers (the band was sitting behind them) Ed. 
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WHO’S WHO 

Ministers   Rev. Dr Daniel Mwailu  2681757 

Church Stewards   Betty Ashton   2935832 

     Daphne Barton  2664999 

     Jan Sanders   2933700 

     Jenny Dalton   2934588 

     Ruth Albiges   2665482 

     Val Faint   2663433 

Church Council Secretary  Susan Philo   2685204 

Church Treasurer   Alan Wittrick   2613392 

Treasurer’s Assistant   Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Senior Property Steward  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Senior Communion Steward Val Faint   2663433 

Room Bookings (long term) J Jackie Bennett  2684914 

Room Bookings (one-off )  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Junior Church Contact  Peter Bennett   2667380 

Pastoral Secretary   Val Faint   2663433  

Worship Consultation  Patricia Davies  2663090 

Organist/Lidgett Singers  David Wilks   2932960 

Car Rota Organiser   John Wells   2661952 

Church Notices   Pat Brooke   2678506 

Editor of The Link   Stanley Pearson  2736463 

Benevolent Fund Secretary   Barbara Holmes  2686499 

Christian Aid Organiser  Heather Fry   2933784 

Churches Together Rep  Barbara Belsham  273719 
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Link Distribution Manager  Joyce Toms    2933693 

Church Flowers   Margaret Lee    2663876 

House Groups   Margaret Mattocks   2668727 

     Stanley Pearson   2736463 

     Gerry Leake    2664856 

Stewardship Envelopes  Paul Nolan    2663160 

Gift Aid Secretary   Garth White    2730313 

Ladies Group Secretaries  Lynne Pullein    2665303 

     Anne Millett    2666910 

Badminton    Jackie Bennett   2684914 

Church Walking Group  Peter Harper    2662310 

Drama Group    Carol Russell     2698341 

Simply Stitching   Audrey Gabbitas   2664979 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  Pat Nolan     2663160 

Church Cleaning   Angela Bowers   07749877933 

3rd Roundhay Brownies  Jan Ridsdale    2684873 

Candy Stripes    Office     2757697 

Play Centre Group   Jeanette Bartle    07985569146 

Toddler Group (Thursday)  lidgettparktodds@hotmail.co.uk 
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FLORENCE HAIR 

FASHIONS 

A Wella Premier Salon 
· Open Monday to Saturday Weekly 
· Perming, Colouring and Styling specialists 
· Competitive rates for Senior Citizens 
· Special Prices for children 
· Registered Hairdressers – of course! 
· Client Parking 
· Friendly and Helpful Experts 
Do you have a problem with transport or mobility? We operate an 
entirely free of charge collection service each Thursday and Friday. 
We pick you up and take you home again! 
Is this what you are looking for from your hair specialists? Then why 
not give us a call? Or leave a message on our after hours voice mail 
and we’ll get back to you! 

Do give us a try – you won’t regret it! 

145 Easterly Road 
Leeds LS8 2RY. 
0113 2402 556 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
William Mudd was an organist at Lincoln Cathedral in times when organists were in 
short supply, just after the reformation. He was renowned for his bad playing and 
unpredictable nature, often playing deliberately a different tune from the one the 
choir was trying to sing. Like mud, a name sticks and ‘His name is Mudd’ is now used 
of anyone who is incompetent or has a bad reputation. 
 
In the Middle Ages our churches and large cathedrals had no pews. People would 
stand in the service (and come and go at will and often conducted their business while 
there with their contacts).  Around the walls you often see a narrow stone ledge which 
was there so the old and frail could sit and rest if they became too tired in a service 
but wanted to stay until the end. Hence the phrase ‘The weak go to the wall.’ 
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